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*“ 4N ODD ONE.” 
Jack COMET is as eccentric in all his 


raevements, as unaccountable in his nature; and 
as great a wonder in the fyftem of fociety, as are his 
namefake orbs in the well regulated aifociation of 
funs and worlds. He is bound by no rules, and is 
an object at once incalculable and unintelligable. 
If a friend wifhes to find him, he mutt ftand ftill 
and wait with patience till he chance to dart into 
the vifible horifon ; for he bloweth where he liit- 
eth, andno one can tell whence he cometh or whith- 
er he goeth.—He drefies in boots and a threble 
caped furtuit in fummer ; in winter he expofes his 
form, fearcely clad, to the inclemencies of the fea- 
fon and the fury of its ftorms. Independent of the 
control of cuftom, he literally turns night into 
day, and day into night ; fings pfalms on every day 
in the week but Sunday, and then, difturbs his 
neighbor’s devotion by roaring a catch or whiftle- 
inga country dance. Fafhion cannot number him 
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ninong her fubjects ; for the outré conftruction of his 
mottled cloaths , betrays the fingularity of his mind 
and the ori; ginality of his ideas. Confer a favor on 
him, and he will become your moft implacable ene- 
my—treat him with indifference and contempt, he 
will give you all his efteem, and all his affection. 
To the indigent pilgrim, unafked, he bountifully 
befiows— but deaf to the petitions of the beggar, his 
hand hoids his cafh with a convulfive gripe. When 
you requett a ferious anfwer to the mo{ft important 
gueftions, he will difappoint you with amere  gilli- 
jand ftory,” and as ‘Tom Wilton fays, ** blow down 
the fabric of anticipation with a puff of ill-timed 
jocularity.” 

He is endowed by nature with mental powers 
as extraordinary as his character is uncommon :— 
The beft education our country could afford, has 
ftored his mind with an abundance of ancient and 
modern learning. He fpeaks and thinks concern- 
ing the abftrufe and the important fciences with lev- 
ity, and in a fuperficial way ; but argues moft ela- 
borately, and reafons moft philofophically, upon the 
nature of a pifmire’s underftanding,or the w ring of a 
butterfly. He talks Latin to the ladies, writes love 
letters to grand mothers, differtates with gravity, to 
children, and repeats fonnets and epigrams to cler- 
gymen and fchdlars. 

Thefe biographica! fketches, are penned by one, 
who has long known Jack Comet, loved him for 
his many good qualities and refpected him for his 
various literary attainments. I know not, whether 
the excentricity of his character may be attributed 
to the natural bias of his intellectual faculties, to a 
miftaken eftimate of men and manners, or to mere 
whim and affectation. Certain Iam, that fhou'd 
he be convinced of his errors, and induced to re- 

form, he would be an invaluabe blefling to his friends, 
anda brilliant ornament to fociety. At prefent, 
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paffeiing a'l the requifites to eftablith a reputation 
for virtue and learning ; to infure the love and 
refpect of all his felLow ‘citizens, he is viewed with 
pity by thofe who can diftinguiih his great and good 
qualities a among all the ru bith of his inconiittences 
a jy impropricties; is contemned =e infulted by the 
ignorant and tnt hinki 1, Deprived of the ‘mild 
confulations of friend{hip, the “heft j joys eat fociety 
his exiftence is as irk/ome anc at " 
it is ufelefs to all around him. 
“Who would not laugh if fach a man there be! 


Who would not weep if arricvs were he | 
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Literary Amulemests. 





[SuLECTED.] 








THE LADY OF THE CAVE. 


(Concluded from No. 13.] 





Vue riddle is at laft explained.——-My uncle 
is returned, and has bri wins with him——I will not tell 
you who, till I have prepared you to give him that wel- 
come in your imagination, which he certainly de- 
ferves.—Befides it would be letting you into the plot 
too foon, aad deftroying that furprile, which fo much 
heightens the beauty of any great cataitrophe.--Gradu- 
ally thea to begin :—My uncle no fooner r got to Lon- 
don, than he went to Sir G. M- » whom he found in 
a a good deal of perplexity, not only en account of the lic- 








¢ hope he had of recov ering his daughter, but alfo en 
that of fome confequences her elone ment had occafion- 
ed, which he did not as yet think fit to nent aly 
uncle told him, he had cafually heard of a young lady, 
who was ent to be concealed at the houfe of one of his 
intimate friends, and having good reafons for fufpecting 
it was his dau ht er, he had takes the liberty to wait on 
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him, in order to affure him, that in cafe the perfon he 
meant was really her, he needed be under no apprehen- 
fions that fhe had fled from his authority on any motive 
which could bring difhonour on his fami ily ; and then 
proceeded to excufe this a&t of difobedience in her, by 
remonftrating how impoflible it was for any confidera- 
tions, to overcome an averfion, grounded on a natural 
antipathy, and the ill effects which forced marriages, for 
the mof part, produce. 

Sir G. M » heard him witha great deal of pa- 
tience, and then told him, that he had not {fo {trenuouily 
infified on his daughter’ s obedience in this point, on the 
{core of any advantage he propoted by the marriage, but 
merely to comply with the promife he had given to 
Lord H——; for in truth, faid he, 1 have heard fome 
things of late concerning him, which had I known be- 
fore, I never fhould have approved of the alliance.— 
To thefe he added many other expreflions, which made 
my uncle fee that a reconciliation between them would 
not be difficult to accomplifh ; and having brought him 
entirely into the difpofition he wifhed, he at length ven- 
tured to inform him, that to his certain knowledge, the 
young lady he had mentioned, was no other than his 
daughter: but at the fame time told him, that he mutt 
not “expect to be made ac quainted with the place of her 
retreat, iill he had given his word and honor to forgive 
her, and to make no ufe of his authority as a parent to 
force her inclinations. To this, the other faid he would 
readily agree, provided ftill her conduét, fince her quit- 
tiag his houfe, had given him no frefli fubje& of com- 
plaint againft her. 

My uncle thought there needed no more from a per- 
fon who he found was nicely tenacious of his promifes, 
immediately fi mented the whole ftory of her conceal- 
ment in the cave, how I had found her there, and after- 

ards at his de hee brought her home with me.—The 
good oli gentieman, it feems, liftened to this recital with 
tears of j joy, a and as foon as it was ended, embraced my 
uncle, faid he never could fufficiently acknowledge the 
obligations he had to him, called him the protector of 
his daughter’s and his family’s honour, and {wore he 
fhould always regard him with much more than a bro- 


therly affection. t 
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Such extraordinary demonftrations of gratitude, for 
an aétion, which, in reality, was no more than common 
humanity would have obliged any man to, very much 
embarrated mv uncle He was not forry, however, to 
find the imprei mon it made on him, becaufe it could not 
bat facil tate the good work he had fo happily begun— 
Indeed there now eae no more iolicitations. ‘The 
father threw off all referve, and frankly owned, that as 
things had happened, he was fo fur from being troubled 
his daughter had been guilty of {werving from that duty 
fhe had’ in every other article obferved towards him, 
that he rather looked on what fhe had done, as infpired 
by Divine Providence. —* For a girl of her years,’’ faid 
he, “*to ran all hazards, expofe herfelf to ail dangers, 
rather than become the wife of a man, whole exterior 
form has nothing to create fo {trong an er feems 
to me to have fomethiag fupernatural j in.it; and [ muft 
think it was by the direction of her caitliale angel, that 
jue took this only method to avoid a man, whom I am 
now well convinced the never could have been happy 
w with, even had her love been as extreme as her hatred is 


Atl this a little aftonifhed my uncle; but the other 
foon put an end to the fufpenfe he was in, by — 
lim On whit occafion his fentiments were changed, 
much to the reverfe to what they had been. 

It feems, fome littletime before it was publicly known, 
that Sir G. M—— had refolved to difpofe of his danzh- 
ter to Lord H——, a young gentleman of family, equal 
in fortune to him, and much his fuperior in accomplith- 
ments and perfonal graces, came to demand permiflion 
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his addreffes to that roung beauty; but her fath- 
er was ob blis 


> wu 


ged to reje‘t his ones on account of his prom- 


ife being alr ready giv en; on which the other deGifited.— 
The father, however, after her saline was not with- 


out fome apprehenfions, that fhe had privately encou- 
raged the pailion of this new lover, and might pofhibly 
return it in.a manner no way to the advantage 


charaéter, till the rivals happening to meet in public com- 
pany, and this lady being the topic of 
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which the other, who truly loved, though without hopes, 
refented, by fending him a challenge the next morning ; 
but Lord H refuled to accept it, faying he knew 
better things than to fight on the {core of fo worthlefs a 
girl, who, he doubted not, was by this time a common 
proftitute. This affair made a great noife in town, 
and it was not without the interpofitiou of all the friends 
on both fides, that it was made up, by Lord H—— con- 
fenting to afk pardon, and declaring he knew no ill of 
the young lady, but had fpoke prematurely. The faith- 
ful lover however, was fo uneafy at this flur on the rep- 
utation of a woman he fincerely believed innocent, that 
he came to her father, and offered to do his utmoft in 
afiifting the fearch he was then making after her; ftill 
declaring, that if fhe could be found, and would accept 
his hand, he would afk no other fortune with her, than 
the happineis of pofleffing her.—This generofity fo 
much charmed the old gentieman, that he withed to re- 
cover her, not only from principles of tender affection, 
but chiefly that he might give her hand to a perfon fo 
extremely deferving, This it was that had made him 
now exprefs himfelf in the terms he did, on hearing the 
account my uncle gave of her. 

In fine, the lover was fent for the next day, to be 
made partaker of the joyful news; and, after fome con- 
fultation, it was thought beft he fliould come down with 
my uncle, and make his addreffes in perfon to the young 
lady; that her father was not to appear in the affair ; but 
that if fhe confented, the marriage fhould be folemnized 
here.—My uncle is to act as her guardian, and have the 
management of every thing. This feemed, in all their 
opinions, the moft effeétual way of filencing the tongue 
of cenfure, on her parting from home in that clandeftine 
manner ; fince it muft appear fhe went away for no o- 
ther reafon, than to flee from the cruelty of a parent who 
forced her to receive the addrefles of aman fhe could not 
love. 

Now, dear Arabella you have the whole of this myf- 
terious matter ; but you would have pitied the poor crea- 
ture, if you had feen the agitation fhe was in, on hearing 
my uncle’s coach was coming up the lane that leads to 
the houfe.—She ran to the window, endeavouring to 
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difcover, while at a diftance, who was with him ; but a 
row of thick-fet elms, with their intermingling branches, 
deprived her of the power ; and not till they alighted,and 
were juft entering, could fhe perfuade herfelf it was any 
other than her father.—It is poffible, however, that on 
fight of this ftranger, who is an extreme handfome well 
made man, fhe might gue{s part of the truth; for, as fhe 
has fince confeffed to me, he had given her fome reafons to 
imagine he loved her, though he had never any oppor- 
tunity of declaring his paffion to herfelf. 

My uncle made no mention of any thing that had paf- 
fed, and matters of mere indifference filled “P the con- 
verfation all fupper time. When the hour arrived for 
repo‘e, he faw his gueft into a chamber ohpatel for 
him, and then returned to give us an account you may 
believe we were impatient enough to hear. The yeung 
lady could not be told that the conditions of her pardon 
depended on her accepting this gentleman for a hi fband d, 
without blufliing exceflively. The proofs he had given, 
however, of his love and generofity, had all the weight 
they ought tohave with her; and I do not doubt but 
that a very few davs courtfhip will entirely fubdue all the 
fcruples her “aie of modefty raifes, in oppofition to 
the withes of fo ardent and faithful a joy 

When the wedding is over, we fhali ail go to town to- 
gether. The bride and the bridegroom are to wait on 
the old gentleman in form, and atk car for having 
matried ‘without his knowledge, after which the feafting, 





ball, and every thing proper for celebratu ng | the nh uptials 
of people of their diftinétion, fhall be elegantly furnifh- 
ed ; and you will have the pleafure of teeing the lady 


of the cave, fhine out with all the adv antags s of pomp 
and grandeur. Tt will alfo, J flatter my felf, a add to your 
i. tislaétion, that this happy cataftrophe is greatly owing 
to my courage, in purtuing and difcovering the avhite 
devil of Broxbon wood. If it would have fo good an ef- 
fect on you as to rid you of the fears you are in of ghoits 


and apparitions, 1 fhall have a double caufe of reioic- 
lng. 
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CALLING yefterday at a friend’s houfe, upon 
fome bufinefs, I was informed that he was abfent, 
but expected home every minute, and was requett- 
ed to wait his return ; being very defirous of fee- 
ing him,I accepted the invitation, and was intro- 
duced into the parlour. After remaining there a 
few minutes, I obferved a No. of the Nightingale 
upon the table, in which, upon taking it up,I found : 
amark of my friend’s approbation upon a page which 
contained fome detached remarks. ‘This circum- 
fiance, as I know my friend to have an excellent 
judgment, naturally led me to confider them with 
attention. I was fo ftruck with the juftnefs of them 
all, but particularly with the firft, that I cannot 
forbear tranfcribing it, as perhaps fome of your 
readers may have paffed over it, without attending 
to it. Theremark I allude to, was exprefied as fol- 
lows ; “ Generally fpeaking, thofe perfons who 
know littletalk much, and.thofe who know much, 
talk little. It is natural for a blockhead to think 
the little he knows important, and to tell it to all 
the world. But the man of knowledge does not 
open his packet fo readily, he hath much to fay, 
and is fenfible that much more may be faid after 
him, he therefore remains filent.” After reading 
the above I could not help remarking that if we 
were to judge the young men of the prefent gene- 
ration by that rule, we fhould find very few of them 
overburdened with fenfe. ‘The converfation of 
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" young gentlemen in general, is intended to pleafe 
i} the ladies, and it is very natural that it fhould be 
fo, as they expect to derive from them, the greateft 
PE happinefs of their lives. But is it not furprifing 
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that the young ladies, who fhow their good fenfe in 
moit every thing elfe, can be pleafed with fuch tri- 
fling and frivolous difcourfe as they are generally 
entertained with > It certainly gives us but little 
reafon to judge favourably of their own intellectu- 
alendowments. I think that if they were to fhow 
a proper difregard to this unmeaning converfation, 
it might be productive of many beneficial effects. 
Jt would make ouryouth, in hopes of gaining their fa- 
vor and approbation, by more attentive to the ac- 
quiring ufeful knowledge than what is generally 
termed chit chat, or in other words, what has been 
repeated over and over again for many years paft. 
As it is generally allowed that much ufeful inftruc- 
tion may be gained from the converfation of men 
of fenfe, it would alfo give the ladies themfelves, a 
general knowledge of many branches of literature, 
that at prefent it cannot be fuppofed they are ac- 
quainted with ; though ufeful, not being fo imme- 
diately neceflary in their education. Inthe a- 
bove obfervations I do not intend to include all the 
youny gentlemen of this town, for I am certain 
there are fome, (though there number is but {mail 
in comparifon) who {peak little and know much, 
who though perfons of real good fenfe, have not 
afufficient ihare of boldnefs and confidence, by 
difplaying it, to appear to advantage. When in 
company with others whotalk nonfenfe with a flu- 
ency and volubility that furprifes them, they ap- 
pear in rather an unfavourable point of view. ‘They 
are afraid to {peak in the fame manner themfelves, 
as the folly of fuch converfation appears fo obvious 
to them, that they think they muit appear ridicu- 
lous to thofe they addrefs, they therefore remain fi- 
Jent, and by perfons who have only a fuperficial 
knowledge of them are thought to be dull and ftu- 
pid. But thofe who are fully acquainted with 
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them, know how to prizethem. ‘The above hints 
are offered by a perfon who has feen what is called 
the world and has fome knowledge of mankind, in 
hopes,that elegant writer, the author of the Micro- 
coim, who paints mankind as they really are, will 
be induced to enlarge upon them, and favour the 
readers of the Nightingale with a No. upon the 
fubject, as it is probable he will do it greater juftice 
than one whoie time is devoted entirely to bufinefs. 
AN ENEMY 10 FOPPISH GARRULITY, 








[SELECTED.] 


BETWEEN YOU AND 1. 


ee ere 
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Whene’er a tale is in two garments —m' 
The virtuous mind willever chufe th: 


I, WON'T tell you how T came by the power of 
jerking myielf, unpe rceived, i into every private compa- 
ny—anc, concealed by the cloak of } vifibility, of not- 
ing the moft private converfation—But 

‘I heard Gen. St. Clair whifper Gen: Harmer, “ Ma- 
ny a brave foldier has been facrificed to favage barbarity 
—between sou ond 1.” 

J heard Mrs. Limberham whifper her hufband, after 
their divorce, “ That was a very hitle affair, which made 
fo much milchicf—éerween yeu and I.” 

I heard Mr. Gallatin whifper Mr. Livingfton, “ That 
was a fine Jacobin fpeech on the Treaty-papers—de. 
tween you and 1.” 

I heerd Mifs Frifk whifper Mr. Brifk, “ Laft evening 
I was hugely pleafed—berwecn you and |,” 

I heard Ben Burglar whifper Capias the deputy y flhe- 
riff, “* That was a curfed treaty—derween you and I— 
and the to 

I heard hain Baldwin whifper Gen. Gunn, 


“ That challenge was a ridiculous farce—derween you and 
i” 
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T heard Mofes Robinfon whifper Mr. Burr, “Thy : 
will be done—#eteveen pou and I. diets 
I heard Ifrael Smith whifper to a mule, ‘ My dear ey 
coufin, there isa very clofe refemblance—derween you ce 4 


end 1,” 

I heard Prefident Wafhington whifper Gov. Jay, 
“The falvation of the United States was fecured trom 
democratical rage—detween you and J.” 
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A SONG. ha 
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Ler Fame found the trumpet, and cry—to the war ; ee 
Let Glory re-echo the ftrain ; ui ik 
The tull tide of honor, may flow from the fcar, ‘S i 
And heroes may {mile on their pain. 7 
The treafures of autumn let Bacchus difplay, 3 Mr 
And ftagger about with his bowl ; 3 ol 
On {cience, let Sal beam the luftre of day, RE 
And wifdom give light to the foul. “bb 
Let ludia unfold her rich gems to the view, 7 
Each virtue, each joy to improve ; a" 
Oh ! give me the friend that I know to be true, / Ne 
And the fair, that I tenderly love. i ty 
What's glory but pride ? a vain bubble is fame, Be 
? 


And riot the pleafure of wine. 
What riches, but trouble ? and title’s a name, 


But friendfhip and love are divine. a 





DETACHED REMARKS. 
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REPROOF fhould not exhauft its power upon petty 
failings; let it watch diligently againft the incurtione of ij 


"ee and vue etr ary realites » rit thamfelveg 
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THERE are no principles but thofe of oe to 
be depended on in cafes of real diftrefs; and thefe are 
able to enc: a nter the worft emergencies, aud to bear tis 
up under all the changes and chances to which our lives 
are ful je ct. 


—_—- 


SORROW is a kind of ruft of the foul, which every 
new idea contributes in its paffage, to fcour aw av—It 
is the putrefaction of fiagnant life, and is remedied by ex- 
ercifeand motion. 

SUSTICION is no lefs an enemy to virtue than to 

sappinefs. He that is already corrupt, is naturally fuf- 

picious; and he that becomes fufpicious will quickly be 
corrupt. 





ANECDCTE. 





SIR William Draper, who had been very feverely 
attacked, in one of Junius’s celebrated letters, ad- 
drefled himfelf to Mr. Burke (whom he fuppofed 
to be the author,) in thefe words—‘* I am intorm- 
ed, fi a fe that you wrote the letter which appeared in 
this day's, Public Advertif fer, under the fignature of 
Junius—TI fhall be oblized to you, if you will tell 

me, whether you did or not.”— « Really, fir,” re- 
plied Mr. Burke, “that is a queftion I cannot be fo 
obliging as to anfwer; as I fee no reafon for your 
afking me the queftion. Ifyou believe your in form- 
er, it is needlefs; and if you do not, it is rather 
rude to found your fufpicion of me, on the informa- 
tion of one you fufpect to be a liar.” 
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